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NOTES OF INTEREST INVITED FROM ARTS ORGANISATIONS AND/OR CURATORS 

The Scotland and Venice partners are delighted to confirm that Scotland will be participating at the 54th International Art Exhibition Venice Biennale in 2011.  

Notes of interest are being sought from arts organisations and/or independent curators to present Scotland at this most prestigious and internationally acclaimed showcase of contemporary art.   This offers the opportunity to work with artist/s that have developed their practice in Scotland and are building or have an international reputation.  In previous presentations the direction has changed from highlighting emerging talent (2003 – 2007) to a solo exhibition of an established artist (2009). 
Scotland and Venice is a core priority for the partners, ensuring the visibility of creative talent from Scotland at the highest international level. The selection of the artist/s and the ability to enable significant new work to be realised is central to the project’s success. 
In addition, the following are considered to be important aspects of the project which we hope the curatorial partner can contribute to:
· a strong critical reception to the work nationally and internationally and a high public/press profile within Scotland and the UK.

· strong audience development/education opportunities beyond the presentation in Venice which may include a further presentation or re-configuration of the work within Scotland.

· a coherent approach to professional development opportunities around the 2011 exhibition, including strengthening invigilation opportunities. 

· a commitment to deliver the project within agreed resources.  The core budget is made up of cash and in-kind contributions from the Scotland and Venice partnership.  Extending this core budget is an aspiration of the partners who will explore a number of ideas/ avenues including any that are brought forward by the curator/s appointed.
Whether submitting notes of interest as an independent curator, an arts organisation or jointly, we would ask for supporting documentation to accompany any note of interest.  We would expect to see examples of previous commissions and the realisation of those ambitions, innovative approaches to presenting work not only in Venice but on its return, a track record in raising funds to support new work, a time commitment to work with the partnership over 2010/11 alongside your existing commitments and to show support towards collaborative working.  

From the notes of interest and supporting documentation submitted, a shortlist will then be compiled, with an offer to attend an interview with representatives of the Scotland and Venice group and an external advisor.  All notes of interest, whether by letter or email, must be received by 5 pm on Monday 22 February 2010 and should be sent to;
Lottie Gerrard, Visual Arts Administrator  

Scottish Arts Council, 12 Manor Place, Edinburgh EH3 7DD 

Lottie.Gerrard@scottisharts.org.uk  
Scotland + Venice is a partnership between the Scottish Arts Council, National Galleries of Scotland, British Council and British Council Scotland.
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